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Knock! Knock!
The Door to the World of Hua-yen-6

D00 AZERRZPT -6

Y "
¥ R\E

1.The Fifth Patriarch, Zong-mi (780-841 A.D.)

hiERE

Zong-mi, also known as
Gui-feng, was versed in
Confucianism in his early
age. As a layman , he had
been keeping vegetarian
and studying Buddhism
since twenty. When he
was twenty seven, he gave
up taking the imperial
examination and asked for
tonsure because getting
inspired from an occasional
meeting with Chan Master
Dao-yuan. He then studied
the doctrine of Chan Sect

'

under Master Dao-yuan. During the period of novice, once

Zong-mi was enlightened via the verses of the Yuan Jue Sutra,

the Perfect Englitenment Sutra, and made vows to propagate

it as his lifetime aspiration. At the age of thirty, instructed

by Monk Ling-feng, Zong-mi for the first time contacted the

masterwork of Master Cheng-quan, the commentaries and the

subcommentaries on the Avatamsaka Sutra, which influenced

him greatly and set the connection for him fo the Hua-yen Sect

later.

e (IMERERE) PFERERE - EZ T - MBS0
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Zong-mi was enlightened via the verses of the Yuvan Jue Sutra

Before long, Zong-mi wrote to Master Cheng-quan for the
admission of being his disciple. Since the words in the letter
straight to the essence of Hua-yen surprised Master Cheng-
quan very much, so he agreed to meet Zong-mi and accept him to
be his disciple. Zong-mi then followed Cheng-quan to study Hua-
yen for years. Afterwards, he isolated himself from society
and started to devote himself to writing commentaries and
subcommentaries on several sutras. Of which, his commentaries
and subcommentaries on the Perfect Enlightenment Sutra were
his representative works. Moreover, the stable foundation on
the Confucianism and Chan practice in Zong-mi's early age also
enabled him to write down many essays referring to resolving
the conflicts among sects at that time. In Buddhism, he
pioneered to combine the Chan practice with Hua-yen doctrine,
which not only helped to firm up the development of the Hua-
Yen Sect, but also systematize and classify the branches of
the Chan Sect, making the practice correspond to the doctrine.
As well as in his other works, his aspiration fo extinguish the
bias against Buddhism was obvious. We can say that Zong-mi
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was making great efforts to mediate the incompatibility among
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, hoping for reaching the
harmony.

AA - RBEREREBEHE KL - EZRMEHNNMBRIE - BPATF
FEHEERES @ BEEZAE RS ERRBAWMBARTE - REBE
EEFREEERST  XRERRE  FHRINDAFICERERRR - H
KRB (BEIE) ERNRETD - kI - PERENFEBHEEEZE
RBUERERNHAINE  ERASERR I LBEBEFSEERNBUKEEY
BR - EHAR - HESKEBBRERAZMES —  ENERERTRNE
REA/RE  HEIRBERSSVRB—RIRMEHN DR RETHEAEZEE
—H - A& FHEFRP  HEREABRERHERHBHORR - R
BAMITRE2EROMMBE - B BE=R » BOERRILLZEEIFGE °

As the disciple, Zong-mi followed Master Cheng-quan to study Hua-yen for years.

In (828 A.D), Master Zong-mi was invited to expound
Dharma for Emperor Wen Zong and was granted with the purple
robe. Many ministers and officials were benefited from his
teaching, and started to study Buddhism from him. When he
died at the age of sixty-two, he had been a monk for thirty-
four years. Minister Pei-shiou wrote memorial epitaphs for him,
and his relics were kept in a pagoda named green lotus (Ching-
lian). He was also posthumously conferred the title of Ding
-Huei Chan Master by Emperor Wen-Tzung, and regarded as the
fifth patriarch of the Hua-yen Sect by the posterity.
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Master Zong-mi was also posthumously conferred the title of Ding
-Huei Chan Master by Emperor Wen-Tzung.

Glossary E¥s/)\Ei

1. Confucianism N. 3,532 ; [F2
X B3 FHISEEE " Confuciusy MK o

2. layman N. £ZXEL : BEE

X RXB "upasaka, - BIBBUERBF T - LEERBFFAA
Tupasika, » XHEEER - RXAAER " laywoman s ZK#M=E o

3. Vegetarian Adj./N. ZEH ; ziFHIA
4. Epitaph N. E5#8 ; BX
5. Pagoda N. &

X BIERAOFRPEVE - TJEAIEFREH stupa BA °
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