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Knock! Knock!
The Door to the World of Hua-yen-5
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4. The Fourth Patriarch, Cheng-quan (738-839 A.D.)
Ve & &

At nine, Cheng-quan began studying with Master Ti-chen
at the Bou-lin Temple, and became familiar with Tripitaka
within a year. At the age of eleven, he took the initial precept
to become a novice, and began to lecture on many sutras and
sastras. In his early age, he was diligently fraveled nationwide
to learn the doctrines of different sects. Moreover, inspired by
the practice of the Fifth-stage bodhisattvas in the Avatamsaka
Sutra, Cheng-quan also involved himself in studying the worldly
knowledge of all fields. The foundation made him a learned
master, and his versatility was revealed between the lines of
his commentary and subcommentary on the Avatamsaka Sutra,
making them abundant reference for posterity and bringing the
Hua-Yen Sect to full bloom.

NexlF - BEEEMNTRENSAREN  UR—FABRB=E - +—5&
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& oAb - ZE (EEIE) AMEENITIHMARE - EEERLSEBE L
BRWBVRIE o EROEREMR A —IIERZTEIAEN - ML FEH
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Cheng-quan lectured on many sutras and sastras when he was 11.

During the reign of Emperor Dai Zong (768 A.D.), the time
when Master Cheng-quan was around 30, he was assigned to
polish the newly franslated sutras at the Da-xing-shan Temple.
The emperor once asked Cheng-quan the essence of Dharma, and
was enlightened by his explicit explanation. As a consequence of
this meeting, Emperor Dai Zong supported him with the greatest
honor. Master Cheng-quan then spent decades wholeheartedly
expounding the Avatamsaka Sutra and writing commentaries and
subcommentaries on it.

EARRCIH  EMBEBRRM=TERELE R ORAKEEFAH
FERHETETIE - RREFT —BRETHEREERE - EMHsFED
BEPLHER  ERBLREE ARZANDEFEHKE - KB+

F o BEARMEBLOMAORER (ERKIE) LARBRFML

During the reign of De Zong (791 A.D.), Master Cheng-
quan was recalled to the court and helped with the translation
project of the 40-fascicle Avatamsaka Sutra. In 798, a few
months after the accomplishment of the project, Master
Cheng-quan was invited to the palace to expound the essence
of the New Sutra on the emperor's birthday. The concise but
subtle expression won the emperor’'s admiration, so he granted
Cheng-quan a purple Buddhist robe and formally acknowledged
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im as his master. When it came to Master Cheng-quan's 70s,
the emperor at that time, Shian Zong (810 A.D.), also once
invited Master Cheng-quan to the court and was impressed by
his discourse on Dharma. He soon decreed to grant the golden
seal and conferred the title of" Qing-liang Imperial Master” to

- Master Cheng-quan. Besides, he also assigned Master Cheng-

quan with a position of the leader for all the nationwide monks
to direct them about the religious affairs. The following
emperors Mu Zong (820-824 A.D.) and Jing Zong (824-826 A.D.)
both admired him and conferred the honorific title of "Da-zhao
Imperial Master” on him. Later, Emperor Wen Tzung (€.831 A.D.)
gave up eating clams due to accepting the precept given by him.
On Master Cheng-quan’'s 100th birthday, the emperor not only
granted him necessities, but further conferred on him the title
of "Da-Tong Imperial Master”. Master Cheng-quan had been
through nine reigns, and became the teacher of seven emperors.

BREFH - BHAMRSOFRERE) (WU+ZEER) EAZFEIF - 87T 798
F - ZHEFCAERNEA - MEEFTSHFZBAZHR GEER) RS °
BEIMSE RERETIRE @ R T RERKENEN  WBHEHAKIRIE - BEK
BIE+250F - BRNEF BRIESEFMEIZS P RLEFRREEFHEER
Bt - [ ENSBRBINWHTEE BREIEN, IR - L - tEmEE
AEMRAX MBE - TE2HPIFE - KROBRIGCRMLT TERERM -
WA " AIREIER ) o KBREVSCRERZHIRIBE AL - SRWEW - BRAXA
ENBSRE - BTERWLER " KIREEN . o BB KEMEENAIHER
a8 AR T ERSE o

Emperor De Zong(798A.D.)
granted Master Cheng-quan
a purple Buddhist robe and
formally acknowledged him
as his master.
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Master Cheng-quan devoted himself fo propagating the
doctrine of Hua-yen in his whole life; he lectured on the
Avatamsaka Sutra for over fifty times and wrote over 400

INER >SS

essays and commentaries on it. Of which, the most monumental
and influential ones were the 60-fascicle commentary and the

A2

90-fascicle subcommentary. Although Master Cheng- quan was
born 26 years after Patriarch Fa-tsang's death and could never
have studied under him, he was considered the fourth patriarch
of the Hua-yen Sect because he inherited and continued the
orthodox doctrine of Hua-yen from Master Fa-tsang.

BEAMBENGERYE  MEFSEBRAKTRLTE LERB
BOBZEMN (FHIE) WFRE - A RAEZHERFERRNNEH
NTERRATEY - ERBEAMTEBEMER -+ NERITHE
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Master Cheng-quan passed
away at the age of one hundred
and two, and had been a monk
for eighty-three years. His
relics were enshrined on Mt.
Zhong-nan under the order of
Emperor Wen Zong.
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The Stupa of Patriarch Cheng-quan on
Mt. Zhong-nan
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