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Knock! Knock!
The Door to the World of Hua-yen-4

INORAZERRLZPT -4

3. The Third Patriarch, Fa-tsang (C.643-712 A.D.)
= THAE

Fa-tsang was the third patriarch of Hua-yen Sect. He was
the offspring of the Kang-ju in the Western Regions, therefore
was master of Sanskrit since childhood. With the outstanding
faculty inherited from prior lifetimes, Fa-tasng was able to
study the Mahayana texts by himself. As a layman, he then met
and learned the doctrine of the Avatamsaka Sutra from Chih-
yen at the Yun-hua Temple. When Fa-tsang was twenty-eight,
Queen Wu Zetian donated her residence and reconstructed
it o be the Tai-yuan Temple for the sake of developing
meritorious virtues for her deceased mother. At this time, Fa-
tsang was recommended to be ordained at the tfemple by Master
Tao-chiang and Bo-chen, who were Chi-yen's disciples and were
entrusted to take care of Fa-tsang.
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After ordination, Fa-tsang
became the abbot of Tai-yuan
temple. He was granted the title
of "Hsien shou” after taking
the full ordination. He then was
ordered to lecture on the Hua-
Yen Sutra at Tai-yuan temple by
Queen Wu. It was also recorded
that Queen Wu often asked for
Master Fa-tsang's teaching in
Buddhism and even granted Fa-

tsang with buddhist robes and
other necessities on the occasion
of the Dragon Boat Festival. At that time, the importance of
Master Fa-tsang was obvious through the way she respected
and admired him. He served and taught five emperors Buddhism
during his lifetime, and because of their support, he was able to
propagate Buddhism nationwide.
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One major contribution which
Fa-tsang is known was his ten-
fascicle composition of Tan-
hsuan-chi based on the Sou-
hsuan-chi. He also authored
the One Vehicle Doctrine of
Hua-Yen, dividing Shakyamuni
Buddha's teaching into three

periods and five discourses,
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setting up the main doctrine of the Hua-yen Sect. Therefore,
Hsien shou, his surname, was the other name of the Hua-yen
Sect.

BEEBRESNAERMMBKIE (B3X5) MBma)+ (HKE) - it
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EETERRNEIENE - At - BE (1B00512) BI2FERROVAIE -

After the Sanskrit text of the Avatamsaka Sutra, the
80-fascicle Hua-yen, had been brought to China, Siksananda
rendered it into Chinese. Fa-tsang cooperated in this
translation project and wrote a commentary on the new sutra,
but he unforftunately passed away before it could be finished.
He passed away at the age of seventy and had been a monk for
forty-three years.
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