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Knock! Knock!
he Door to the World of Hua-yen-3

OHNO0P A ZEERRZFS -3

“2. The Second Patriarch, Chih-yen (602-668 A.D.)
— e & &

IR R i — i —

® RIE

Master Yun-hua was Chih-yen's surname, as well as known as
Ven. Chih-hsiang. He was also a legendary patriarch in Hua-yen
Sect. According to one of the legends told in the Biography of
Chih-yen /n the Hua-Yen Ching Chuan Chi (The Biography of the
Hua-yen Sutra). When Chih-yen was twelve, one day Tu-shun
came to Chih-yen's home and told his parents, "This is my son.
Can you return him to me"“? On hearing this, Chih-yen's parents
realized that their son was fated to be a monk, so they allowed
Tu-shun to take him away.
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Tu-shun came to tfake Chih-yen away fro home
EENDEEMmOVBIT - MKBAENEESE  HEURERTPRRE
FWBH—AITEEN - RIBE (EHRICESL) EE—RIBARBENERRER -
BE+ 2y IR SRR FHEOREHR - "HWHRTE - TER
R, —IRENEEER  EBORKXBREMANZEFEERELBIT—
& BRAFMTE TSR -

According to another legend, one day Chih-yen met an

extraordinary monk who told him, "If you have decided to
realize the doctrine of One-Vehicle, you could not pay more
attention to the meaning of the six characteristics in 'the
Chapter of the Ten Stages' ! Just concentrate on understanding
it within one or two months, you will realize by yourself!”
The monk soon disappeared after telling those words. With
astonishment for quite a long time, Chih-yen then tirelessly
immersed himself in study. Gradually, He was inspired from the
hard work and started fo write the commentary on the Hua-yen

Sutra, , at the age of twenty seven.
S—RIERANBRE B—XBEBE —UEREBSEHRME : "UNEE
—FEES HIMdVECE BEZERS ! J-—MmBABESEEL 28X
B, | EEBARTHEREBEXRT - SEBEEESFA » FERIF®BEEMLEH
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When Chih-yen was twenty-seven, he wrote the Sou-hsuan-chi.

Chih-yen also developed and expounded the concept of "the
Ten Mysterious Gates”, and combined them perfectly with the
doctrine of the six characteristics, the total and the particular,
the identical and the different, the constructing and the
deconstructing. Furthermore, he originated the five teachings
on which Patriarch Fa-tsang's classification of Buddha's
teachings ought to be based.

BENERTY " +3XPF, VT - WRHEETIERTERS @ 2718
M "L~ TRy TEL > TEL o THL ~ TR o EAN fRBERE
UTHH AL EEEIAHAER -

Like all saints, it was said that Chih-yen predicted his own
death. He had a dream in which he saw that the platform of
prajna in his temple inclined and the high banner fell down. On
the basis of this, he told all his disciples, "My impermanent body
was born from causes and conditions. I am going to the pure
place, and then travel all around the Flower Treasure World.
Those who follow me ought to have the same goal.” He still kept
lecturing on the Sutra, and less than a month later, departed



from the human world. Chih-yen's writings featured concise and

pithy expression; therefore, only few disciples could attain the

essence, and Fa-tsang was the outstanding one who was able to

inherit Chih-yen's teaching.
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The Six Characteristics 7118
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"4, The Ten Mysterious Gates +34F9
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