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Knock! Knock!
The Door to the World of Hua-yen-1

IPORAZEERRZPT -1

The Brief History of the Avatamsaka Sutra
ERIEHE

RIE

The Avatamsaka sutra was expounded by Shakyamuni Buddha
on the second seven days after his attaining enlightenment. In
order to awaken sentient beings that each of them possesses
with Buddha nature, the Buddha showed the process of
practice to the frue enlightenment in a single thought. Therein
9 assemblies were held in 7 different places across time
and space in the state of Ocean-Sealed Samadhi. And the
sutra was compiled by Manjusri Bodhisattva and Shakyamuni
Buddha's disciple—Ananda. It was said that not until Nagarjuna
Bodhisattva's visit to the dragon palace, this sutra had
been kept there for six hundred years because there wasn't
anyone endowed with mature Mahayana faculty to accept and
understand this Dharma-gate in this world.

EREERNEBHERERNE_CEBMERN - ATRERE
SEEMHE - R —SPRIREITHIENEEBE - HBERMERE
=HXEP  BEBREZRTEINSIET o MIEHRI 2B XIREMANEZ
IEEAE SR 3 —PURFTEENRMANE) - IRRERE RS IERIERZS S LA -
BREBREAEBRANAFRBENSZEEEPT - BLLSIIEE
THRESENGFLZA °

The Avatamsaka Sutra included three volumes: billions of
verses in many, many chapters in the first volume, 498,800
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verses in 1,200 chapters in the second, and 100, 000 verses
in 48 chapters in the third. Since the first two volumes were
too huge and difficult for the ordinary people to study and
understand, Nagarjuna Bodhisattva merely brought the last one
back to India.

EREHAB=M: LMES8G KB +EE IME—Tmean
HO+NABNATNAES THRABOH+N\&  H+86 - - BRamMlE
BEEARECAEE  —RNRXECEEZZBENER RIEBZTEE
HE NBERIEE -

Later, around the Eastern Jin Dynasty several fascicles of
this sutra were compiled and fransmitted to China and gradually
translated into three versions:

fE » MINREBRH AN ERBEEEEE - REEP
B - I BZEHBELZN=IEES ¢

The 60-Fascicle Avatamsaka Sutra in the Eastern Jin
dynasty, the Old Sutra, including 36,000 verses in 34
chapters

The 80-Fascicle in the early Tang Dynasty, the New Sutra or
the Tang Sutra, including 45,000 verses in 39 chapters

The 40-Fascicle in the Mid-Tang Dynasty, the Zhen Yuan
Sutra. It is the last chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra,
including 9,000 verses.
REGFHONNTEERLE—ZEK - B2=1T0a  H=81TH -
BREBHONTEERSE - MCABIER BS=1+ e HOSE
hFm-e
PEHNO+E S ERERER— G BTG
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The Avatamsaka Sutra N. ZFEERAT

CERRIE) OVRSURE - X8R The Flower Adornment/Ornament
Sutra SEESZHZER The Hua-yen Sutra e

attain enlightenment I53& : A f#

sentient being N. BIERE

Buddha nature N. 1%
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